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turf his interests were highly varied. Since gradu-
ating from Princeton he had made and lost consider-
able sums of money in projects so diverse as ship-
ping, journalism, and the Transatlantic cable. In
addition, he enjoyed a brief spell of unwelcome
quiet as United States consul at Trieste, a port whose
foreign representatives often inclined to the unusual,
since not long after Mr. Jerome's departure its con-
sular corps was enriched by the arrival of Sir Richard
Burton. Always enterprising, he raced with the
same ardour as he drove his four-in-hand in Jerome
Park, whilst his family exchanged their town resi-
dence in Madison Square with fashionable punctuality
for the milder pleasures of a villa at Newport and a
steam yacht. Indeed, in moments of unpopularity
the spirited New Yorker was quite capable of de-
fending his newspaper office against mob violence
with small-arms, if not with artillery. But his future
son-in-law, to whom this pugnacity would have been
congenial, was rather ha^y on the subject and inti-
mated vaguely to a ducal parent that " Mr* Jerome
is a gentleman who is obliged to live in New York
to look after his business. I do not know what it
is." This was accompanied by reassuring informa-
tion as to his finances and the social standing of
his wife and daughters (which was fully justified
by the fact that they had been honoured with invi-
tations to the Tuileries and Compifcgne in the dying
splendour of the Second Empire), a panegyric on
Jeannette, a delicious photograph, and a touching
announcement that he loved her " better than Hfe
Itself, and that my one hope and dream now is tihat
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